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UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI 
Columbia   .   Kansas City   .   Rolla   .   St. Louis 

 

BOARD OF CURATORS 

Minutes of the Board of Curators Meeting 
Thursday, April 18, 2024 

 
       
A Health Affairs Committee meeting was held April 11, 2024 in conjunction with the 
April 18, 2024 Board meeting. 
 
 
BOARD OF CURATORS MEETING – PUBLIC SESSION 
 
 
A meeting of the Board of Curators was convened in public session at 9:00 A.M. on 
Thursday, April 18, 2024, in St. Pat’s A&B of the Havener Center, Missouri University of 
Science and Technology, Rolla, Missouri, pursuant to public notice given of said meeting. 
Curator Robin R. Wenneker, Chair of the Board of Curators, presided over the meeting. 
 
Present 
The Honorable Robert D. Blitz 
The Honorable Julia G. Brncic 
The Honorable Robert W. Fry 
The Honorable Todd P. Graves 
The Honorable Keith A. Holloway 
The Honorable Jeffrey L. Layman 
The Honorable Jeanne Cairns Sinquefield 
The Honorable Robin R. Wenneker 
The Honorable Michael A. Williams 
 
Also Present 
Dr. Mun Y. Choi, President, University of Missouri 
Mr. Mark A. Menghini, General Counsel 
Ms. Cindy Harmon, Secretary of the Board of Curators 
Dr. C. Mauli Agrawal, Chancellor, University of Missouri–Kansas City 
Dr. Richard Barohn, Executive Vice Chancellor for Health Affairs 
Mr. Ben Canlas, Vice President for Information Technology 
Dr. Mohammad Dehghani, Chancellor, Missouri University of Science and Technology 
Mr. John Denker, Chief Marketing and Communications Officer 
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 It was recommended by Chair Wenneker, endorsed by President Choi, moved by 

Curator Holloway and seconded by Curator Williams, that the proposed 2025 Board of 

Curators meeting calendar be approved as follows: 

 

PROPOSED 2025 BOARD OF CURATORS MEETING CALENDAR 

 
DAY(S)    DATE(S)  LOCATION 

Thursday    February 6  UM – Columbia 
      
Thursday    April 24  Missouri S&T 
      

Thursday           June 26   TBD  
      

  Thursday September 11 UM – Kansas City 
     

Thursday    November 20  UM – St. Louis 
 

The motion carried unanimously (9-0) by voice vote with no abstentions. 
 
 
Review of Consent Agenda – No discussion. 
 
 
Consent Agenda  
 

It was endorsed by President Choi, moved by Curator Williams, and seconded by 

Curator Fry, that the following items be approved by consent agenda: 

 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Action 
A. Minutes, February 8, 2024 Board of Curators Meeting 
B. Minutes, February 8, 2024 Board of Curators Committee Meetings 
C. Minutes, February 28, 2024 Board of Curators Mizzou Intercollegiate Athletics Special 

Committee Meeting 
D. Minutes, March 11, 2024 Board of Curators Special Meeting 
E. Minutes, March 21-22, 2024, Board of Curators Retreat 
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F. Degrees, Spring Semester 2024 for all universities 
G. Spinal Cord Injuries and Congenital or Acquired Disease Processes Research Program 

Proposals 
H. Renaming, Engineering Research Lab to Applied Research Center, S&T 
I.    Resolution, Amend Scholarships with Automatic Renewability Clauses at UMSL 
J.   Amendment, Collected Rule and Regulation 10.030, Board Bylaws   

 

  
A. Minutes, February 8, 2024 Board of Curators Meeting – as provided to the Curators 

for review and approval.   
 

B. Minutes, February 8, 2024 Board of Curators Committee Meetings – as provided to 
the Curators for review and approval. 

 
C. Minutes, February 28, 2024 Board of Curators Mizzou Intercollegiate Athletics 

Special Committee Meeting – as provided to the Curators for review and approval. 
 

D. Minutes, March 11, 2024 Board of Curators Special Meeting – as provided to the 
Curators for review and approval. 

 
E. Minutes, March 21-22, 2024 Board of Curators Retreat – as provided to the Curators 

for review and approval. 
 

F. Degrees, Spring Semester 2024 for all universities 
 
that the action of the President of the University of Missouri in awarding degrees and 
certificates to candidates recommended by the various faculties and committees of 
the four University of Missouri System campuses who fulfill the requirements for 
such degrees and certificates at the end of the Spring Semester 2024, shall be 
approved, and that the lists of said students who have been awarded degrees and 
certificates be included in the records of the meeting. 

 
G. Spinal Cord Injuries and Congenital or Acquired Disease Processes Research 

Program Proposals –  
 

That the research proposals approved by the Spinal Cord Injuries Research 
Program Advisory Board be approved as presented on the following pages 
(and as on file with the minutes of this meeting). 
 
I. Rebalancing neuroendocrine regulation for cardiovascular recovery 

after spinal cord injury 
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   Shaoping Hou, PhD 
Associate Professor, Pathology & Anatomical Sciences 

   University of Missouri 
 

 Total funding recommended $50,000 
 

II.  Effects of Whole-body Electrical Muscle Stimulation Exercise on 
Spinal Motoneuronal Activation in Older Adults 

    
   Kristina Kelly, BS, EdM, MS, DPT 

Assistant Research Professor, Physical Medicine & 
Rehabilitation  
University of Missouri 

 
 Total funding recommended $50,000 
 

III.  Spinal Motor Neurons: The Weak Link in Alzheimer’s Disease-
Related Physical Decline
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University of Missouri 
 

 Total funding recommended $43,467 
 

VI.  Characterization of Pathology in Sural Nerves and Pelvic Limb 
Muscle Spindles in a Canine SOD1-ALS Model 

    
   Brandie Morgan-Jack, PhD 

Assistant Research Professor, Ophthalmology   
University of Missouri 
 

 Total funding recommended $50,000 
 

VII.  Impact of shRNA-hNEFL gene therapy for CMT2E in the axonal 
morphology and macrophages' transcriptome 

    
   Dennis Perez-Lopez, BS 

Graduate Student, Molecular Microbiology & Immunology 
  
University of Missouri 
 

 Total funding recommended $50,000 
 

VIII.  Neuro-ophthalmic biomarkers in a canine model of amyotrophic 
lateral sclerosis 

    
   Rebecca Whiting, PhD 

Assistant Professor, Ophthalmology   
University of Missouri 
 

 Total funding recommended $50,000 
 
 

H. Renaming, Engineering Research Lab to Applied Research Center, S&T –  
 
To rename the Engineering Research Lab (ERL) as the Applied Research Center 
(ARC), Missouri S&T 
 

I. Resolution, Amend Scholarships with Automatic Renewability Clauses at UMSL – 
 
The adoption of a resolution attached hereto and incorporated herein, captioned as 
follows:  
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A RESOLUTION TO AMEND SCHOLARSHIPS WITH AUTOMATIC 
RENEWABILITY CLAUSES AT UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI-ST. LOUIS 

  
WHEREAS,
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Collected Rules and Regulations       
Administration  
Chapter 10: Board of Curators 
 
10.030 Board Bylaws             

As adopted the 7th day of November 1969, in place of Bylaws adopted November 12, 
1965, and amended January 19, 1968, and amended November 8, 1968; see also 172.100 
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a. Determine and periodically review the University’s mission and 
purposes, not inconsistent with state constitutional and/or statutory 
provisions.  

b. Appoint the President, who shall be the University’s chief executive 
officer, and set appropriate terms of employment, including 
compensation.  

c. Support the President and annually assess his or her performance 
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2.  Curator Duties and Responsibilities -- Recognizing the significance of 
serving on the Board of Curators of the University of Missouri, each 
Board member shall adhere to the following principles:  

a. To remember that no individual Board member has legal standing or 
authority to act on behalf of the Board or the University.  Only the 
full Board as a governing body is vested with such authority, though 
the Board Chair ordinarily is entitled to “speak for” the Board, and 
the President is entitled to “speak for” the University consistent with 
Board policies and actions.      

b. To devote time to learn how the University’s mission and multiple 
purposes are met – its uniqueness, strengths, and needs.  

c. To become familiar with, committed to, and abide by the Board’s 
responsibilities and policies, as set forth in the bylaws and rules and 
regulations adopted by the Board and the applicable laws of the 
State of Missouri.  

d. To accept and defend academic freedom and the practice of 
collaboration governance as fundamental characteristics of good 
University governance.  

e. To assist the Board in its efforts to balance its responsibilities in 
serving its broad public trust with advocacy for the University’s 
needs to fulfill its mission and purposes.  

f. To adhere to and comply with policies adopted from time to time 
pertaining to governance and ethics and conflict of interest, 
including timely filing of all required public disclosures.  

C. Article III The Board of Curators  
1. Meetings  

a. Annual meeting -- The regular meeting of the Board held 
during the month of May or June of each year as scheduled by 
the Board, shall be deemed to be the annual meeting of the 
Board, and shall be held on such date in May or June as is 
fixed by the Board.  

b. Regular meetings -- The Board may hold regular meetings 
at a time and place to be fixed by the Board. The time and place 
of a regular meeting may be changed by order of the Board.  
c. Special meetings -- A special meeting of the Board may be 
called at any time by the Chair of the Board, or in case of 
his/her absence, disability, or refusal to act, by the joint action 
of three Curators. At least 24 hours notice of the time and place 
of each such meeting shall be given by letter, facsimile 
transmission, email or telegram mailed or sent to each Curator 
at his/her address on file with the Secretary. Such notice to a 
particular Curator may be waived by the Curator in writing and 
shall be deemed waived by the Curator by attendance at the 
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Chair or President may address the Board at any meeting of the 
Board.  
h. Executive Session (Closed Session) – When the Board or 
any committee of the Board meets in executive session 
(sometimes referred to as closed session), all matters discussed 
in that session are to be considered as confidential, except that 
such information can be shared with absent Board members or 
University officers, agents or employees who need to know. 
Actions taken in executive session shall be released to the 
public if required by the provisions of the Sunshine Law 
contained in Chapter 610 of the Revised Statutes of Missouri or 
Board rules contained in Section 10.060 of the Collected Rules 
and Regulations of the University of Missouri entitled Board 
and Committee Meetings. 
  

2. Attendance Policy  
a. If a member of the Board is found by unanimous vote of the 

other Curators to have failed to attend without good cause two 
consecutive regular meetings of the Board in any calendar 
year, then the office of such Curator shall be vacant.  

b. If a vacancy shall occur by death, resignation, or from any 
other cause, the Chair of the Board shall notify the Governor 
within thirty days of such vacancy.  

3. Officers of the Board  
a. Chair of the Board -- The Board shall choose from its own 

membership at the last regular meeting of the Board in each 
calendar year to take office on January 1 of the next year, a 
Chair of the Board who shall hold office for a term of one year 
or until his/her successor takes office. The Chair shall serve as 
presiding officer of the Board and shall carry out such duties 
as may be delegated to him/her by the Board. The individual 
elected to serve as Chair of the Board shall be deemed as 
having been elected to serve as President of the Board within 
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Chairwoman” or “Board Vice Chair.”  The individual elected 
as Vice Chair shall be deemed as having been elected to serve 
as Vice-President of the Board of Curators within the meaning 
of the statutory provisions of the State of Missouri.  

c. Secretary -- The Board shall appoint a Secretary of the Board 
of Curators to serve at the pleasure of the Board. The Secretary 
shall keep the minutes of the meetings of the Board and the 
Executive Committee, shall be the official custodian of the seal 
and all records of the Board, and shall have such other duties 
as may be from time to time fixed by the Board. The Board 
may appoint and define the duties of such assistant secretaries 
of the Board as it deems desirable.  

d. General Counsel -- The General Counsel shall be the chief 
legal officer of the University, shall be appointed by the Board 
to serve at the pleasure of the Board, and shall have such 
duties and responsibilities as may be assigned by the 
Board.  The General Counsel shall serve as parliamentarian for 
meetings of the Board, unless a different individual is 
appointed to serve as parliamentarian by the Chair of the 
Board.  

e. Any vacancy in any office of the Board caused by any reason 
may be filled by the Board for the unexpired term.  

4. Committees  
a. Executive Committee -- The Chair of the Board, subject to 

approval of the Board, shall appoint from the Board an 
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curators voting and abstaining, a roll call vote on the matter shall 
immediately follow. 

8. Delegation of Authority -- So much of the authority of the Board 
as it may deem necessary may be delegated to such officers and 
employees or to committees appointed by the Board provided 
such delegation of powers shall be given by recorded Board 
action.  

D. Article IV Organization of the University  
1. President of the University  

a. The President of the University shall be the chief executive 
and academic officer of the University. The President shall 
have direct charge of, and be directly responsible to the Board 
for the operation of the University.  

b. The President shall, so far as his/her duties may permit, attend 
all meetings of the Board and of the Executive Committee, but 
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F.  
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Board of Curators standing committee meetings were convened at 9:25 A.M. and concluded 
at 11:53 A.M. on Thursday, April 18, 2024.  Committee actions were presented to the full 
Board for action following each Committee vote.  
 
 
Finance Committee 
 
Curator Graves provided time for discussion of committee business.  
 
Fiscal Year 2025 Budget Update, UM – presented by Executive Vice President Ryan Rapp 
(slides and information on file for this information only item) 
 
Debt and Credit Update, UM – presented by Rob Kanzer with Janney and Kevin Hogg, 
UM Treasurer (slides and information on file for this information only item) 
 
Approval of Five-year Capital Plans for MU, MU Health Care, Missouri S&T, UMKC and 
UMSL – presented by Ryan Rapp (slides and information on file) 
 
 It was recommended by President Choi, Chancellor Agrawal, Chancellor Dehghani, and 

Chancellor Sobolik, recommended by the Finance Committee, moved by Curator Graves 

and seconded by Curator Layman, that the:  

 

MU: Capital Plan included in Finance Plan:  

• Center for Energy Innovation (A/E Hire April 2023)  

• NextGen MURR Phase I  

• MU Research Reactor Lab Expansion (A/E Hire Feb 2024)  

• Radioisotope Facility at Discovery Ridge  

• Electrical Interconnection and Substation (A/E Hire Feb 2023)  

• Pickard Hall – Decommissioning and Mitigation  

 

Strategic Projects Development Plan:  

• Memorial Stadium Improvements  

• Animal Resource Center – Vivarium Facility Expansion  

• Roy Blunt NextGen Precision Health Building – 4th Floor  

• New Swine Research Facility  
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• Jesse Hall Exterior Masonry/Metal Repairs & Window Replacement  

 

MUHC:   Capital Plan included in Finance Plan:  

• Children’s Hospital Facility – Third Floor Surgery Fit-Out  

 

Strategic Projects Development Plan:  

• MUHC Campus Consolidation & Inpatient Services Expansion  

 

UMKC: Capital Plan included in Finance Plan:  

• KCUR Building  

 
Strategic Projects Development Plan:  

• New Brookside Arena  

• Olson Performing Arts Center Addition & Renovations  

• New Science, Engineering, and Research Building  

 

S&T: Strategic Projects Development Plan:  

• Bioplex  

• Physics Building Renovation  

• Innovation Campus Program Expansion  

• Computer Science Building Renovation  

• Scaling Facility  

• Partnership Research Facility  

• University Center West  

 

UMSL:   Capital Plan included in Finance Plan:  

• Central Utility Plant – North Campus  

 

Strategic Projects Development Plan:  

• Stadler Hall Renovation 
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 be approved for further planning and development as described in the following materials.  

  

The motion carried unanimously (9-0) by voice vote with no abstentions. 
 
 

Project Approval, MURR Lab Expansion, MU – presented by Executive Vice President 
Rapp (information on file) 
 

It was recommended by President Choi, recommended by the Finance Committee, 

moved by Curator Graves and seconded by Curator Layman, that the following action be 

approved:  

 
the project approval for the MURR Lab Expansion, MU  
 
Funding of the project budget is from:  
 

MURR Reserves      4,500,000 
Third-Party Contracts    29,500,000 

Total Funding       $34,000,000  
 

The motion carried unanimously (9-0) by voice vote with no abstentions. 
 

 
Governance, Compensation and Human Resources Committee 
 
Curator Fry provided time for discussion of committee business. 
 
2023 Annual Benefits Report, UM (written report only) – presented by Vice President 
Fischer (information on file for this information only item) 
 
 
Academic, Student Affairs, Research and Economic Development Committee  
 
Curator Sinquefield provided time for discussion of committee business. 
 
Intercollegiate Athletics Annual Report, Missouri University of Science and Technology – 
presented by Missouri S&T Athletic Director, Melissa Ringhausen (slides on file for th
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General Business  
 
Missouri University of Science and Technology Campus Highlights – presented by 
Chancellor Dehghani (slides on file for this information item) 
 

 
Mi zzou Intercollegiate Athletics Special Committee 
 
Curator Blitz provided time for discussion of committee business.  
 
Resolution – Memorial Stadium Improvement Project, MU  
 

It was moved by Curator Blitz and seconded by Curator Williams, that: 

The Board of Curators approves the following resolution to engage DLR Group, a 
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Whereas, improvements to Memorial Stadium are expected to generate new revenues 



Board of Curators 
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12:00 P.M. – Luncheon for the Board of Curators, President, and University of 
Missouri System Leaders (by invitation) 
Location: St. Pat’s C, Havener Center 
 
 
Board of Curators Meeting – Executive Session 
 
A meeting of the University of Missouri Board of Curators was convened in executive 
session at 1:45 P.M., on Thursday, April 18, 2024, in Silver and Gold Room, Havener Center 
on the Missouri University of Science and Technology campus, pursuant to public notice 
given of said meeting.  Curator Robin R. Wenneker, Chair of the Board of Curators, presided 
over the meeting.   
 
Present 
The Honorable Robert D. Blitz 
The Honorable Julia G. Brncic 
The Honorable Robert W. Fry 
The Honorable Keith A. Holloway 
The Honorable Jeffrey L. Layman 
The Honorable Jeanne Cairns Sinquefield 
The Honorable Robin R. Wenneker 
The Honorable Michael A. Williams 
 
The Honorable Todd P. Graves was absent for the executive session.  
 
Also Present 
Dr. Mun Y. Choi, President, University of Missouri  
Mr. Mark A. Menghini, General Counsel 
Ms. Cindy Harmon, Secretary of the Board of Curators  
Mr. Ryan D. Rapp, Executive Vice President for Finance and Chief Financial Officer 
 
 
Interim Chief Audit and Compliance Officer, Deena King, joined the meeting. 
 
 
Audit, Compliance and Ethics Committee Meeting – Executive Session 
 
Report on internal audit and information security – presented by Deena King 
 
No action taken by the Board.  
 
Deena King excused herself from the meeting.  
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Steven Chaffin from System Academic Affairs joined the meeting. 
 
Academic, Student Affairs, Research and Economic Development Committee – 
Executive Session 
 
Curators’ Distinguished Professor Emerita, Uma Segal, UMSL – presented by 
Steven Chaffin (information on file) 

      It was recommended by Chancellor Kristin Sobolik , endorsed by President of the 

University of Missouri Mun Y. Choi, recommended by the Academic, Student Affairs 

and Research & Economic Development Committee, moved by Curator Sinquefield, 

and seconded by Curator Layman, that the following action be approved: 

 
that upon the recommendation of Chancellor Sobolik, President Mun Y. Choi, the 
Provost, and the University of Missouri System Office of Academic Affairs, it is 
recommended that Professor Uma Segal be named to the position University of 
Missouri Curators' Distinguished Professor Emerita, effective 06/01/2024. 
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Layman, that the following action be approved: 

 
that upon the recommendation of President Mun Y. Choi, the Provost, and the 
University of Missouri System Office of Academic Affairs, it is recommended that 
Professor Robert Sharp be named to the position University of Missouri Curators' 
Distinguished Professor Emeritus, effective 01/01/2024. 

 
Roll call vote of the Board:     

Curator Blitz voted yes. 
Curator Brncic voted yes.  
Curator Fry voted yes. 
Curator Graves was absent. 
Curator Holloway voted yes.  
Curator Layman voted yes. 
Curator Sinquefield voted yes. 
Curator Wenneker voted yes. 
Curator Williams voted yes. 
 
The motion carried. 

 
 
General Business 
 
340Property Disposition, UMKC – presented by Executive Vice President Ryan Rapp 
and Kevin Hogg 

This item is closed and may be given public notice upon completion. 
 
 
President’s Report on contracts and personnel – presented by President Choi 
 
No action taken by the Board.  
 
 
General Counsel’s Report – presented by General Counsel Menghini 
 
No action taken by the Board.  
 
 
Curator’s Only Report 
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Secretary of the Board of Curators, Cindy Harmon, announced her plan to retire from the 

University on August 15, 2024.  

 

No action taken by the Board.  
 
 
Adjourn, Board of Curators Meeting and Committee Meetings, April 18, 2024 
 

It was moved by Curator Williams and seconded by Curator Layman that the Board 

of Curators meeting and committee meetings, April 18, 2024, be adjourned. 

 

Roll call vote of the Board:     

Curator Blitz voted yes. 
Curator Brncic voted yes.  
Curator Fry voted yes. 
Curator Graves was absent. 
Curator Holloway voted yes.  
Curator Layman voted yes. 
Curator Sinquefield voted yes. 
Curator Wenneker voted yes. 
Curator Williams voted yes. 
 
The motion carried. 
 
 
There being no other business to come before the Board of Curators, the meeting was 

adjourned at 5:00 P.M. on Thursday, April 18, 2024. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

Cindy S. Harmon 
Secretary of the Board of Curators 
University of Missouri System 
 
Approved by the Board of Curators on June 27, 2024. 
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